BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Village of East Syracuse

January 19, 2009

Following the Pledge of Allegiance Mayor Danny J. Liedka called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Village of East Syracuse Board of Trustees for Monday, January 19, 2009 to order at 6:00PM. 
Present: Trustee James E. Carr, Jr., Trustee Barbara Falcone Quonce, Trustee Jodi Gehrke-Turner, Trustee Chad Tolhurst, and Mayor Danny J. Liedka.

Also Present:  DPW Superintendent Ron Russell, III, Parks Director Tom Richardson,  Village Clerk Patricia J. Derby, Fire Chief Michael Cramer, Building Maintenance Supervisor Tim Marcely,  ZBA Member (and Neighborhood Watch Group Chairperson) Patricia Bacon, and Housing Authority Chairperson Sally M. Seeley. 
Excused:  Chief of Police Donald Morris, Code Enforcement Officer Frank Stirpe, and Village Engineers Tom Compoli. 
Four Village residents and guests attended, including Newsletter Editor Mary Handlin, Pam Moynihan and residents from 112 West Henrietta Street Azem Nukic and daughter.

Review of Correspondence  A record of recent correspondence has been distributed to the Board of Trustees and all department heads to assist in monitoring activities.

Acting Village Justice

Mayor Liedka announced that due to work commitments Brenton Dadey has tendered his resignation.  As a first year associate in a law firm his work load is overwhelming.
Motion – by Trustee Tolhurst, seconded by Trustee Gehrke-Turner - To accept the resignation of Brenton Dadey as Acting Justice, effective immediately.

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.
Mayor Liedka appoints Erik Carlson to fill the remainder of term (to April 6th) as Acting Village Justice.

Motion – by Trustee Carr, seconded by Trustee Falcone Quonce - To accept the following vouchers for payment:

From Consolidated Fund Abstract, vouchers numbered 37346 through 37476 and Abstract in the amount of $95,188.03.
Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Gehrke-Turner, seconded by Trustee Tolhurst - To conduct a public hearing on February 2, 2009 at 6:00PM in the Municipal Building Court Room to receive comment and suggestion for application to Onondaga County Community Development for HUD block grant project funding.

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Falcone Quonce, seconded by Trustee Carr - To conduct a public hearing on February 2, 2009 at 6:05PM in the Municipal Building Court Room to regarding the conveyance of property located adjacent to First Street in the Village of East Syracuse.
Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Reconnect First Street

Motion – by Trustee Falcone Quonce, seconded by Trustee Carr - To authorize the Mayor to execute agreement with Clough Harbour & Associates to assist the Village with preparations for roadway including topographical survey and mapping.  Cost estimate $9700 and will be paid through CHIPS.


Discussion:  Mayor Liedka reported on NYS DOT project, scheduled for 2010, to reconnect First Street.  Village responsible for roadway to connect with DOT project.  Area currently being developed (for Beacon Federal Credit Union).  Will work with this development to extend road.  Road work eligible for CHIPS reimbursement.

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Elections Update

February 10th (Tuesday) is the last day (February 3rd is the first day) to file Independent Nominating Petitions with the Village Clerk for an office to be filled at the General Election. (Not later than 35 days prior to the election).
Motion – by Trustee Gehrke-Turner, seconded by Trustee Tolhurst - To adopt the following resolution regarding Registration Day:

RESOLVED, the Village of East Syracuse establishes Registration Day (non-personal registration) to be held at the Municipal Building Court Room, second floor, at 204 North Center Street, on Saturday, March 7, 2009 from 12 Noon until 5:00PM.

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Tolhurst, seconded by Trustee Falcone Quonce - To adopt the following resolution authorizing the execution and delivery of a master lease agreement related to the purchase of Fire Department replacement engine;

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A MASTER LEASE AGREEMENT, EQUIPMENT SCHEDULE NO. 01, AND RELATED INSTRUMENTS, AND DETERMINING OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Village of East Syracuse (“Lessee”) desires to obtain certain equipment (the “Equipment”) described in Equipment Schedule No. 01 to the Master Lease Agreement (collectively, the “Lease”) with Leasing 2, Inc., the form of which has been available for review by the governing body of Lessee prior to this meeting; and

WHEREAS, the Equipment is essential for the Lessee to perform its governmental functions; and

WHEREAS, the funds made available under the Lease may be deposited into an Escrow Account pursuant to the Lease and will be applied to the acquisition of the Equipment in accordance with the Lease; and

WHEREAS, Lessee has taken the necessary steps, including those relating to any applicable legal bidding requirements, to arrange for the acquisition of the Equipment; and

WHEREAS, Lessee proposes to enter into the Lease with Leasing 2, Inc., substantially in the form presented to this meeting.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF LESSEE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  It is hereby found and determined that the terms of the Lease and related instruments  (collectively, the “Financing Documents”) in the forms presented to this meeting and incorporated in this resolution are in the best interests of Lessee for the acquisition of the Equipment.

Section 2.  The Financing Documents and the acquisition and financing of the Equipment under the terms and conditions as described in the Financing Documents are hereby approved. 

The Treasurer of Lessee and any other officer of Lessee who shall have power to execute contracts on behalf of Lessee be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to execute, acknowledge and deliver the Financing Documents with any changes, insertions and omissions therein as may be approved by the officers who execute the Financing Documents, such approval to be conclusively evidenced by such execution and delivery of the Financing Documents.  The  Treasurer of the Lessee and any other officer of Lessee who shall have power to do so be, and each of them hereby is, authorized to affix the official seal of Lessee to the Financing Documents and attest the same.

Section 3.  The proper officers of Lessee be, and each of them hereby is, authorized and directed to execute and deliver any and all papers, instruments, opinions, certificates, affidavits and other documents and to do or cause to be done any and all other acts and things necessary or proper for carrying out this resolution and the Financing Documents.

Section 4.  Pursuant to Section 265(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), Lessee hereby specifically designates the Lease as a “qualified tax-exempt obligation” for purposes of Section 265(b)(3) of the Code.


Discussion:  Mayor Liedka reported that previous agreement fell through when that Bank no longer offered municipal funding.  Able to find another source and some savings.
Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Falcone Quonce, seconded by Trustee Carr - To approve the expenditures for training for Frank Stirpe, Keith Para and Doug Speck to attend Finger lakes Building Officials Conference March 16th through 19th in Rochester, NY.   Will stay off site (less expensive).  Total cost (for registration, hotel, meals, and mileage (Keith only going for 1 night) is $1888.70.

Discussion: Mayor Liedka noted that instead of mileage reimbursement will take a Village vehicle. 

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Carr, seconded by Trustee Tolhurst - To authorize the Mayor to execute the 2009 agreement for Fire Protection between the Village of East Syracuse and the Town of DeWitt.

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Fire Department 

Motion – by Trustee Falcone Quonce, seconded by Trustee Carr - To accept Brian Abbot, Frederick Street, as a new member to the East Syracuse Fire Department, effective January 7, 2009.

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Tolhurst, seconded by Trustee Carr - To hire Paul Haynes and Christopher Hayes as temporary part-time Caretaker(s) at $11/hr.  filling in while Al Day is out (workers comp).


Discussion:  Fire Chief Cramer reported that will cover shift at approximately 85%.  Both have other jobs - one is a City of Syracuse Firefighter, other is paramedic, both certified and qualified to operate heavy equipment. 
Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Parks Trips and Activities
Motion – by Trustee Carr, seconded by Trustee Falcone Quonce - To approve the following February Break Activities:


Monday, February 16th – Youth BINGO and Ice Cream Party.  Cost is $2 for Village residents, $3 for non-residents.  Includes BINGO prizes and ice cream. BINGO starts at 11AM (parents are welcome), Bring their own lunch, with Ice Cream party from 12”30 to 1PM.


Monday, February 16th – Movie and Lazor Tag at Shoppingtown Mall for youth 7 to 14 years old.  Cost is $11, includes movie and 1 game Lazor tag. No transportation – meet at Fun Junction at 12:45PM.

Tuesday, February 17th – Roller Skating party for youth K – 6 at East Syracuse Elementary from 1PM to 2:30PM. Cost is $3.50.  Skates are provided

Wednesday, February 18th – Gymnastics Party at CNY Gymnastics Center located in Shoppingtown Mall for youth 6 – 13.  Cost is $10 includes 1 ½ hours of gymnastics. Program runs from 10:30 to 12noon.  No bus transportation, Meet at entrance located near Dick’s Sporting.

Thursday, February 19th  – Youth BINGO and Ice cream Party at East Syracuse Elementary School for youth 13 and under.  Cost is $3.00 BINGO starts at 11AM (parents are welcome to help their children).  Bring your lunch.  Refreshments will be provided with Ice Cream Party from 12:15 to 12:45PM.

Thursday, February 19th – CNY Karate afternoon of fun & games at East Syracuse Elementary School Gym from 1:00PM to 2:30PM.  Cost is free.

Friday, February 20th  – Youth Bowling for youth ages 5 to 13 at Bowl-Mor Lanes. Will meet at BowlMor Lanes.  Cost is $5, includes 2 games and shoes. Tournament begins at 12NOON.  Trophies awarded in each age group.

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Gehrke-Turner, seconded by Trustee Tolhurst - To offer a senior trip to ESM Musical Theater production of South Pacific on Saturday, February 7th.  Show starts at 2PM.  Cost is $6.00/person with WWII veterans free.
Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Trustee James E. Carr, Jr. thanked the DPW.  Doing a great job.  Even with this cold weather they are still to there working away. 

Trustee Barbara Falcone Quonce also wanted to thank the DPW.

Trustee Chad Tolhurst concurred with praise of DPW.  Know that they are out bright & early – hear them around 4AM.


Also thanked Chief of Police and Police Department for checking in on him while he worked late at night.

Trustee Jodi Gehrke-Turner reminded everyone of the Vision Planning workshop on January 29th.  Hope to see everyone there.

Mayor Danny J. Liedka reported attending awards ceremony where Officer Vasiloff and the Department were recognized.

Attended MDA (Metropolitan Development Association) session where presented concept for land bank program for the County and City of Syracuse to buy abandon houses and buildings.  Only local Mayor to attend, along with County Executive Mahoney and Mayor Driscoll.  Always good to be part of the conversation.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

Parks Director Tom Richardson thanked the Board for approving winter break programs.  Will have flyers out to the schools this week for sign-up.


Also, thanked the DPW for helping to plow out the Park and the school, especially Sunday so could assemble for trip to the Ice Show. 

Fire Chief Michael Cramer reports the Department is good.

DPW Superintendent Ronald Russell, III reports they’ve been busy with weather. Trips for plows and salt are double what they were last year. Hoping weather will turn the other way.

Building Maintenance Supervisor Tim Marcely reported that heat pump at Pool Building was repaired.  Fire Department showers not covered under warranty.  May have been installed improperly. Still waiting for repair estimate.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Grievance Day is Tuesday, February 17th  for any Village property owner to appear and challenge their assessment, between 4PM and 8PM at the Municipal Building Court Room, 204 North Center Street.

Village Election Day – Wednesday, March 18th.  Polls open from 10AM to 9PM in the Municipal Building Court Room, 204 North Center Street.
East Syracuse Justice Court CANCELLED for February 17, 2009 (Grievance Day).

March 31st, and April 28th. 
Turning Stone Casino Trips
Thursday, January 22nd 

Thursday, February 26th 

Senior Trips

Harlem Globetrotters – Wednesday, February 11th
John McDermott – Tuesday, March 17th 

Damn Yankees Cortland Repertory Theater – Wednesday, July 15th 
COMMUNITY COMMENTS

Pat Bacon, Neighborhood Watch Chairperson also recognized award to Sgt. Vasiloff for most DWI arrests in County.  

Neighborhood Watch Group will attend Vision Planning workshop as a group.

Azem Nukic, as interpreted by daughter, complained of problem with parking at 112 West Henrietta Street.  Have 6 cars.  When park 4 in driveway, they extend over the sidewalk.  Been ticketed for this and for parking in street.

Mayor Liedka advised that parking violations are enforced because of the sidewalk plow.  Suggested that reach out to neighbors or Library.

Mr. Nukic complained that parked at Library and car was broken into.  Can the Village guarantee that won’t happen and cover damages.

Mayor Liedka offered no guarantee.  Suggested that 6 vehicles would be extreme on any lot in the Village.  With older houses never intended to support that many vehicles.  Asked for time to look into matter.  Will speak with Chief of Police and Code Enforcement Officer.

Mr. Nukic objected to not being able to park in driveway when sidewalk plow doesn’t come around until after 6AM.

Mayor Liedka stated that plowing depends on when needed, not any particular schedule.  Cannot exempt from local laws.

Trustee Carr, asked to speak with Mr. Nukic after the meeting.  As a neighbor may be able to offer some assistance.

Meeting adjourned at 6:25PM.

Respectfully submitted by,

Patricia J. Derby

Village Clerk

Minutes were distributed unapproved to Board of Trustees and Department Heads on Tuesday, January 20, 2009.
Review of Correspondence

12/15/08
Onondaga County Volunteer Firemen’s Association; RE: invitation to



Legislative Breakfast, February 7th at Solvay Fire Station on Milton Ave;

12/17/08
WM Engineers; RE: Massa retainage;

12/18/08
WM Engineers; RE; Hanlon Pool Bathhouse Crissey remittance;

12/18/08
Village Clerk to Troy & Banks; RE; Integrys Energy;

12/18/08
Village Clerk to B. Ment; RE: FOIL request for records;

12/18/08
Solvay bank; RE; financial market;

12/22/08
Senator Schumer; RE: announcement of 2009 National Leadership Grant 



Program;

12/22/08
WM Engineers; RE: Massa repairs;
12/23/08
Village Clerk to Tobacco free Onondaga County; RE: adoption of policy;

12/30/08
WM Engineers; RE: Syracuse Haulers renewed insurance certificate;

1/5/09

Village Clerk to D. Morgan; RE: Fire Service Award program;

1/5/09

Village Clerk to Sun Chevrolet; RE; vehicle title;

1/6/09

WM Engineers; RE: Worth Street Sewer proposal;
1/6/09

Al’ Diner; RE: renewal liquor license application;

1/7/09

Village Clerk to ZBA; RE: hearing January 8th;

1/7/09

Village Clerk to Village Attorney; RE: Fire Department product;

1/7/09
Village Clerk to Board of Elections; RE: use of machines for Annual Village Elections;
1/7/09
WM Engineers; RE; East Syracuse waterline at Carr Street;

1/7/09
Wladis Law Firm; RE: Federal Stimulus Package proposal;

1/8/09
Mayor to Senator Valesky; Congratulations on appointment;

1/8/09
Village Clerk to Board of Trustees; RE: carried over benefit time;

1/9/09
Judge Tormey; RE: testimonial letter for Judge Murphy;

1/9/09
Judge Gideon; RE: testimonial letter for Judge Murphy;

1/12/09
CNY Regional Planning; RE: stormwater training; 

1/12/09
Office of Board of Elections; RE: residential addresses survey;

1/13/09
Village Clerk to Board of Elections; RE: use of voting machines hold harmless agreement;

1/13/09
General Efficiency Planning Grant application – consolidation of municipal services;

1/13/09
General Efficiency Planning Grant application – consolidation of police services;

1/13/09
Village Clerk to Village Attorney; RE: 2009 Fire Protection contract;

1/14/09
Village Clerk to Onondaga County Planning; RE: referral for site plan review 326 West Second Street;

1/14/09
WM Engineers; RE; shower stalls Municipal Building;
1/14/09
WM Engineers; RE; comments 326 West Second Street;
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