BOARD OF TRUSTEES

WORKING SESSION

Village of East Syracuse

January 5, 2009
Following the Pledge of Allegiance Mayor Danny J. Liedka called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Village of East Syracuse Board of Trustees for Monday, January 5, 2009 to order at 6:01PM. 
Present: Trustee James E. Carr, Jr. Trustee Barbara Falcone Quonce, Trustee Jodi Gehrke-Turner, Trustee Chad Tolhurst, and Mayor Danny J. Liedka.

Also Present:  
DPW Superintendent Ron Russell, III, Parks Director Tom Richardson, Chief of Police Donald Morris, Sgt. Dana Vinch, 2nd Assistant Fire Chief Jeffrey Conrad, Village Clerk Patricia J. Derby, Justice Donald M. Benack, Jr., Court Clerk Bridget Albanese, Building Maintenance Tim Marcely, Village Engineer Tom Compoli, Planning Board members Robert Murphy, Tony Albanese and Bernie Ment, Zoning Board of Appeals member Patricia Bacon, Housing Authority Chairperson Sally M. Seeley, and Recreation Committee Chairperson Mary Albanese.  
Excused: Code Enforcement Officer Frank Stirpe 
Approximately 12 Village residents and guests attended including friends and family of Justice Francis J. Murphy, Jr. including his wife Karen Barber Murphy, Carl Barber, Arlene Murphy, Danny Scannell, Town of DeWitt Justice David Gideon, newsletter editor Mary Handlin, EAVES Vice President Liz Barrette and Deputy Director Vincent Stevenson, Karen Bennett, Chuck Gural, Pam Moynihan, and Maynard Snyder. 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION  Justice Francis J. Murphy, Jr.
Mayor Danny J. Liedka commented on the recent passing of Judge Murphy.  The Village lost a good friend.

Following a moment of reflection, Mayor Liedka invited Town of DeWitt Judge David Gideon up to say a few words, noting that if a good life can be judged by the number of lives that one touches, Judge Murphy had a very good life.  The sound of his laugh will be missed.  With Judge Murphy one always knew where you stood.  He certainly embodied the character of the Village.

Judge Gideon spoke in a dual role – as a personal friend of Judge Murphy and as the law clerk for the Administrative Judge James Tormey, who was unavailable tonight.  All the Judges knew “Judge Mugs”.  He was an asset to the concept of the common man as Judge.  He had the unique ability to get right to the heart of a matter, yet always knew how to treat people fairly.  Had good core values.  Judge Tormey recalled Judge Murphy as a valuable asset – a man who will be missed.  Know that he’s meeting and arguing now with the “judges up there”.

Mayor Liedka asked if anyone wished to say a few words:

Tony Albanese added to what had already been said, noting that Mugs was a great person in this Village. And that it was certainly true that you knew where you stood with him!  Mugs was a good friend and a person who will not be forgotten.
Mayor Liedka presented a plaque in memory of Judge Murphy to Karen Murphy.  This plaque will hang in the Court Room, along with those for Judge Donald Harrison and John O’Brien.

Karen Murphy recalled that Mugs loved this Village, as evidenced from the frequent phone calls even after they moved.  Talked to many people daily. Seemed to still know   what was going on in the Village while in Iowa. 

Mayor Liedka recalled that Judge Murphy “left his mark” on the Village and at St. Matthew’s Church.  The Village is happy to honor such a great man. 
OTHER BUSINESS

Motion – by Trustee Falcone Quonce, seconded by Trustee Carr - To accept the following vouchers for payment:

From Consolidated Fund Abstract, vouchers numbered 37237 through 37345 and Abstract in the amount of $87,150.54.
Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.
Amend Budget
Motion – by Trustee Gehrke-Turner, seconded by Trustee Tolhurst - To amend the budget by increasing the appropriation line A.0000.1110.0203 and the revenue A0000.3021 in the amount of $962.75 to fabricate a witness stand for court room from WJA Fabricators.

Debit





Credit
A510 Est revenue $962.75


A000.1110.0203    $962.75

A0000.3021.0000 State Aid


Justice – Equipment Grant

And to amend the budget by increasing the appropriation line A.0000.3120.0402 and the revenue A0000.2680 in the amount of $1667.25:

Debit





Credit
A510 Est revenue $1667.22


A000.3120.0402    $1667.22

A0000.2680.0000 Insurance recoveries
Police – Car repairs

And to amend the budget by increasing the appropriation line A.0000.3410.0204 and the revenue A0000.3389 in the amount of $1000:

Debit





Credit
A510 Est revenue $1000


A000.3410.0204    $1000
A0000.3389.0000 Other Public Safety
Fire Department - Equipment
Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Annual Maintenance Agreements

Motion – by Trustee Carr, seconded by Trustee Falcone Quonce - To authorize the Mayor to execute the annual maintenance agreement (for 2009) with Otis Elevator (3rd year of 5 year agreement) for periodic maintenance and inspections for $1964.28.  

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

NYCOM

Mayor Liedka reported that he has attended the Legislative Meeting for the past 5 years.  Opportunity to hear the Governor speak and to lobby local legislators on Capital Hill. Help in forming and maintaining relationships.  Been fruitful for the Village.
Motion – by Trustee Falcone Quonce, seconded by Trustee Gehrke-Turner - To approve the expenditures for attendance at NYCOM Winter Legislative Meeting for Mayor Danny J. Liedka and Trustee James Carr, Jr. February 22-24 in Albany, NY.   Program registration is $195 each, with Hotel (includes some meals) $209/night, each plus $50 for meals on own.  Will take Village vehicle and use gas credit card. Approximately $675 each or $1350 total.

Polling the Board: Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

2009 Community Development Block Grant application

Village Engineers Tom Compoli noted that since touring the Village Nina Andon-McLane may be more receptive to the project for sidewalks and curbs. Also may want to consider additional sewer projects.  DPW noted work needed on Heman Street and replacing manhole covers.

Mayor Liedka noted his personal preference for additional sewer work.  May not be “fun” project, but good idea to re-invest in infrastructure.  Village has undertaken recently to do some of the projects from the 5 year plan themselves.  Still need to complete 2007 project for Main Street.  Will work with SUNY ESF students on design and local businesses have offered to donate materials and supplies.  Senator Valesky looking at supporting funding for community clock.  Will be a jump start to projects on main street and Vision Planning process.

Last year’s five year plan included:

YEAR

DESCRIPTION



ESTIMATE

2008

Spray Park




$135,000

2009

Kinne Street curbs and sidewalks


2010

Skate Park


2011

Court resurfacing and Bagg St. Park


2012

Nature Trail
Instructed Village Engineers to meet with DPW Superintendent to determine areas in need.  Village Engineers will provide preliminary drawings for SUNY ESF student design.
BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMENTS

Trustee James E. Carr, Jr. recognized the continued good work of the DPW in snow removal.


Attended meeting with O’Brien & Gere regarding overflow and drainage issues at Hartwell Ave and Dausman.  Things are going to happen there.  Good news for those area residents. 

Deputy Mayor Barbara Falcone Quonce thanked the Judge and Bridget for great job in obtaining grant funding for the Court. Moving to bring the Court into the new century.

East Syracuse After School Program (formerly YAKS) is now operating out of East Syracuse Elementary, as of today.  Newspaper has reported that Heman Street is for sale – will look to move the senior program by summer.  Looking at utilizing room on third floor of Municipal Building for Seniors.  Received a $10,000 grant and will buy TV’s, DVD’s, computers and kitchenette supplies.  Will be handicap accessible with the elevator.


Added thanks to DPW for great job, especially with holiday work schedules.

Trustee Chad Tolhurst added to comments of Trustee Carr regarding Hartwell Ave and Dausman Street area drainage.  Looking for real solution to problems.  May add a temporary holding tank.


Thanked the Fire Department for the fast work at the Second Street fire.  House may be a loss but they did a great job in containing it.


Board of Trustees members were out last week distributing flyers and posters to local businesses regarding the Vision Planning workshop on January 29th at 6PM at St. Matthew’s.  Everyone is welcome.  Looking for community comments.


Hat’s off to the DPW. Thanks again.
Trustee Jodi Gehrke-Turner noted that Judge Murphy will be greatly missed.  Was a privileged to have known him.


Thanked Fire Department for great job.


Thanked Chief Morris – impressive numbers reported. Thanked for getting the Village back on track, along with the Judge and his crowded Court Room! 


Also thanked the Judge for getting grants.


Happy to see the interest in the Main Street.  Positive things are happening.  When East Syracuse is mentioned now it is in a positive light, because things are happening here.

Mayor Danny J. Liedka reported on the first workshop for the Vision Planning process. Working with the SUNY ESF team is a once in a lifetime opportunity. Glad that we were able to act right away instead of having to wait.  Looking for community input and memories.  Process will go until May, when report will be submitted.  Once have Vision Plan can then reached out to leaders for financing.  Hearing some interest already in development. Will help to restore the pride in the Village and turn around the image of East Syracuse.


Met with Engineers regarding stormwater issues.  Working to comply with DEC Order. Good news is that we will rectify the problems, but it will be expensive.  Met with President of EFC.  May qualify for low interest bonds.  Working with Senator Schumer in submitting “shovel ready” project for federal infrastructure projects.  Congressman Maffei will help support, too.  If don not get federal grant support will work with EFC, possible when other sewer bonds are retired, extend sewer tax.  People can support tax as long as seeing results and getting something done.


Thanked EAVES.  Took a trip last night – scary when it happens!  
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

Parks Director Tom Richardson reported all went smooth at ESE.  Had use of gym, library and cafeteria.

Saturday Youth Basketball League play starts this Saturday. Have 205 kids signed up.  Growing every year.


Disney on Ice trip is also later this week.

Chief of Police Donald Morris expressed condolences on behalf of the East Syracuse Police Department.  Members speak highly of Judge Murphy.  Thanked the family for sharing him with us.


December 2008 stats:



Arrests



27



DWI Arrests


  5



Traffic Stops


93



Traffic tickets issued

47



Parking tickets issued

46



MV investigations

40



Incidents investigated
          693
DPW Superintendent Ronald A. Russell, III been busy with weather. No grumbling or complaints from the guys.  It’s their job and they’re doing it.

Numbers are up over past year.


Mayor Liedka thanked DPW for working over the holidays.  Asked how salt supply was holding up?


DPW Superintendent Russell reported took delivery today.  Will see how it plays out.  Trying to keep roads safe without waste.
Building Maintenance Supervisor Tim Marcely reports having contractor on site for fire department showers.  Hope can rectify under warranty.


Lost heat at Pool Building.  PASCO estimates replacement part only $185.  Another problem with condensation and moisture in flue. Part never installed. Had mis-fires in boiler last year too.  Waiting for quote but may be $175 to $200.


Mayor Liedka asked that keep track of receipts and forward to Village Attorney for possible action.


DPW guys worked at Municipal Building to help get caught up on projects.

Justice Donald Benack reported that J-CAP grant was received.  Will build witness stand and purchase chairs and filing system. Happy to accept credit but knows that it’s all Bridget’s doing.


Also, had first hand experience with EAVES.  Don’t recall much but thankful they were there to bring him back.

EAVES Deputy Director Vincent Stevenson introduced Liz Barrett, EAVES Vice President.  


Reported 2094 calls for service in 2008.  Also looking to replace oldest ambulance.

Neighborhood Watch Chairperson Pat Bacon noted that January 29th is regular meeting night for Neighborhood Watch.  Will attend Vision Planning Workshop as a Group.

Hearing no further comments, meeting adjourned at 6:30PM.
Respectfully submitted by,

Patricia J. Derby

Village Clerk

Minutes were distributed unapproved to Board of Trustees and Department Heads on Tuesday, January 06, 2009.
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