BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Village of East Syracuse

March 16, 2009
Following the Pledge of Allegiance Mayor Danny J. Liedka called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Village of East Syracuse Board of Trustees for Monday, March 16, 2009 to order at 6:00PM 
Present: Trustee James E. Carr, Jr., Trustee Barbara Falcone Quonce, Trustee Jodi Gehrke-Turner, Trustee Chad Tolhurst, and Mayor Danny J. Liedka.

Also Present:  DPW Superintendent Ron Russell, III, Parks Director Tom Richardson, Chief of Police Donald Morris, Clerk Patricia J. Derby, Fire Chief Michael Cramer, Building Maintenance Supervisor Tim Marcely, Village Attorney Robert Germain, Zoning Board of Appeals member (and Neighborhood Watch Chairperson) Patricia Bacon, Housing Authority Chairperson Sally M. Seeley, and Housing Authority member Gina Palladino.
Excused: Code Enforcement Officer Frank Stirpe, and Village Engineer Tom Compoli 
Approximately three Village residents and guests attended including newsletter editor Mary Handlin, EAVES Vice president Liz Barrett, and Cathy Crandall from St. Matthew’s food pantry.

Review of Correspondence  A record of recent correspondence has been distributed to the Board of Trustees and all department heads to assist in monitoring activities.

Motion – by Trustee Carr, seconded by Trustee Falcone Quonce - To accept the following vouchers for payment:

From Consolidated Fund Abstract, vouchers numbered 37764 through 37858 and Abstract in the amount of $44,854.
Polling the Board:  Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.
Assessment Final Roll

Motion – by Trustee Carr, seconded by Trustee Tolhurst - To accept the Assessment Final Roll, as prepared and submitted by the Board of Assessment Review for Real Property located in the Village of East Syracuse for fiscal year 2009/2010:

Total assessed valuation is $223,404,226 with adjustments made due to changes in exemption status and special franchises to reach the taxable value of $194,425,048. The assessed valuation is $17,156,418 less than last year ($240,560,644).  Taxable value is $5,204,428 higher than last year ($189,220,621).

Polling the Board:  Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Bid Opening

Opened bids on Thursday, March 12, 2009 for surplus DPW 1999 pickup, as follows:

BIDDER




AMOUNT





P Hooser




$  450

C Tolhurst 




$4200


Discussion:  One bidder has since withdrawn his bid, following inspection of the vehicle.  Will re-bid
Motion – by Trustee Carr, seconded by Mayor Liedka - To reject the bids received on March 12th and re-bid with bids to be opened on April 2nd at 11AM.
Polling the Board:  Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Fire Department membership

Motion – by Trustee Falcone Quonce, seconded by Trustee Gehrke-Turner - To accept the following as members of the East Syracuse Fire Department, effective March 3rd:


John Scheibel, Rizzo Drive, Clay; and


August Matt, North Ave, Syracuse

Polling the Board:  Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Modification Consent Order

Motion – by Trustee Gehrke-Turner, seconded by Trustee Tolhurst - To authorize the Mayor to sign revised Order related to DEC Consent Order.


Discussion:  Mayor Liedka explained the modifications, reviewed by Village Attorney.  Complied with submittal of remediation plan.  Looking for full compliance by 2010.

Polling the Board:  Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Inter-municipal Agreement – Use of Hanlon Pool

Motion – by Trustee Carr, seconded by Trustee Falcone Quonce - To authorize the Mayor to execute Inter-municipal Agreement with the Town of DeWitt for their use of Hanlon Pool as part of their summer day camp program.


Discussion:  Mayor Liedka reported on use by Town of DeWitt last year since combining the summer day camp programs. Proposing using 21 days (four days a week) at rate of $85/day for total of $1785.

Polling the Board:  Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Falcone Quonce, seconded by Trustee Tolhurst - To re-hire Rebecca Scott as Aquatic Supervisor at $14.25/hr.

Polling the Board:  Trustee Carr – aye, Trustee Falcone Quonce – aye, Trustee Gehrke-Turner – aye, Trustee Tolhurst – aye, and Mayor Liedka – aye.  Motion carried.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Trustee James E. Carr, Jr. enjoying the change in weather.  Looking forward to spring.

Trustee Barbara Falcone Quonce reported that Greater east Syracuse Chamber will participate in OCRRA Earth Day Clean Up April 24th and 25th. Looking for other organization to join with helping in the Village.  Will meet at Village Deli on Saturday at 9AM.

Recognized the DPW efforts at cleaning the catch basins – another sign of spring.
Trustee Chad Tolhurst - next Vision Planning Workshop on Tuesday, March 24th.  Hope that everyone that’s attended will stay with the process.

Trustee Jodi Gehrke-Turner asked for continued support for the Vision Planning process.

Mayor Danny J. Liedka commended the Fire Department and Chief Cramer for swift work at fire at Yates Street.  Did phenomenal job saving the house and taking care of the families. Fire happened at 9:30AM on Saturday morning.  Shutter to think what situation could have been if fire happened at night. ESFD had over 15 firefighters that responded.

Received confirmation of NYS DOT project to reconnect First Street – will be done in 2010. Waiting for us to complete our part of road way. Will clean up traffic problems.  Glad to see project that has been on and off for 20 years finally moving forward.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

Parks Director Tom Richardson reports on activities:

· Students from ESE met with Seniors at lunch today to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day;

· Tomorrow will take Seniors to Turning Stone for John McDermott and Irish Festival;

· Last week for instructional basketball.  Will finish with tournament, awards and pizza party;

· Date for Jr. Olympics is Thursday, May 7th.  ESE gym teacher will be helping with program.

Chief of Police Donald Morris reported that yesterday was first day for training for taser use.  As promised took the first hit – and can report that they work.  Incapacitates for time long enough to give officers a chance to move in and subdue.  Will save officers and suspect from injuries.


Mayor Liedka commended actions of Police.  Observed situation Saturday, called 911, two hours later had an arrest.  Urge people to call is see anything suspicious.  Police will respond.

Fire Chief Michael Cramer reports things have been quiet since the Yates Street fire.

Agreed that tasers are effective.  Urged people to see the training – they go down quick.

Extended well wishes to those running for office.

Department of Public Works Superintendent Ronald A. Russell, III reports that the DPW has been busy with spring work.  Enjoying the break in weather.   
Building Maintenance Supervisor Tim Marcley have the units back on at the Pool.  Getting estimates from contractors for the sewer problem repairs.  (Asked to make sure Village Attorney on board before award project.)

Still waiting for estimates for work to replace fire department showers.

OCWA water leak found to be on their side of the line and not the interior of the Municipal Building. 

Continuing to work on doors & latches, and lights at Municipal Building.
EAVES Vice President Liz Barrett announced fundraising event at Texas Roadhouse tomorrow – March 17th.  Texas Roadhouse will contribute 10% of all proceeds from those presenting coupon.  

Neighborhood Watch Chairperson Pat Bacon will meet on March 26th with Judge Benack as speaker.  Will attend as a group march 24th Vision Planning Workshop.

Village Clerk Patricia J. Derby reminded everyone of Village Elections on Wednesday, March 18th.  Polls open 10AM to 9PM.  As elections have been changed due to the celebratory nature of St. Patrick ’s Day – urge everyone to celebrate.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

VISION PLANNING – 3RD Workshop – Tuesday, March 24th at 6PM at St. Matthew’s Cafeteria. 
Annual Fire Department Elections – Tuesday, April 7th at 8PM.

Village Election Day – Wednesday, March 18th.  Polls open from 10AM to 9PM in the Municipal Building Court Room, 204 North Center Street.
East Syracuse Justice Court CANCELLED for March 31st, and April 28th. 

Turning Stone Casino Trip - Thursday, April 23rd  

Senior Trips

John McDermott – Tuesday, March 17th 

Fingerlakes Racing & Gaming – Monday, May 11th
Queen of Bingo at Turning Stone – Thursday, June 4th 
Damn Yankees Cortland Repertory Theater – Wednesday, July 15th 
Parks & Recreation Events
Easter Egg Hunt – Saturday, April 11th 10AM sharp, at Ellis Field.

2009 Tuesday Night Basketball League at St. Matt’s gymnasium starts April 28th through August 18th.
Last day – Saturday morning basketball – March 21st with Pizza party and awards

Spring break activities – week of April 13th through 17th  
COMMUNITY COMMENTS

Cathy Crandall extended invitation to open house at Food Pantry this Sunday following masses at 7:30, 9, and 11AM.  Invite everyone to come see what they’re about.

Motion – by Mayor Liedka, seconded by Trustee Tolhurst - To enter into executive session.
At 6:18PM Board of Trustees entered into executive session for Mayor to provide update of contract negotiations.

Board of Trustees exited Executive Session at 7PM and immediately adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by,

Patricia J. Derby

Village Clerk

Minutes were provided unapproved to Board of Trustees and Department Heads on Tuesday, March 17, 2009.
Review of Correspondence

1/30/09
Mayor’s audit letter;

2/13/09
P. Palmer to Village Clerk; RE: request to re-subdivide lots on East Third 


Street to one parcel;

2/13/09
Bowl-Mor Lanes; RE: liquor license applications notice;

2/13/09
Village Attorney; RE: opinion of counsel concerning transfer of surplus 



Land;

2/16/09
Village Clerk to Fire Department Secretary; RE; new members;

2/16/09
Village Clerk to Village Attorney; RE: executed land transfer documents;

2/16/09
CNY Regional Planning & Development; RE: MS4 storm water tracking logs;

2/18/09
NYS DEC; RE: wetland maps;

2/18/09
Village Clerk to Department Heads; RE: Career Development and Performance Assessment and Wage and Salary Administration policies;

2/18/09
Village Clerk to Zambelli Fireworks; RE: agreement for July 11th event;

2/18/09
Village Clerk to Clough Harbour; RE: additional road design agreement;

2/18/09
Village Clerk to Solvay Bank and PKY Associates; RE: Fire Service Award program qualifiers for 2008;

2/19/09
DEC; RE: wastewater infrastructure management;

2/19/09
NYS Office of Children & Family Services; RE: acceptance of grant;

2/20/09
Village Clerk to S.O’Donnell; RE: Village Elections voting machine set-up;

2/20/09
Village Attorney; RE: recommendation for YAKS collections;

2/20/09
CNY Regional Planning & Development; RE: Ground Water Recommendations for Homeowners;

2/23/09
Village Attorney; RE: Storm water assistance program intermunicipal agreement;

2/23/09
Onondaga County Health Department; RE: approval of water supply extension plans;

2/24/09
Wladis Law Office; fiscal distress list for 2009/2010;

2/24/09
PKY Associates; RE; service award plan valuations

2/24/09
WM Engineers; RE: Submittal five-year plan to Community Development;

2/27/09
Village Clerk to Planning Board; RE: March 10th meeting;

2/27/09
Village Clerk to Onondaga Co. Planning; RE: referral for 326 West Second Street;

3/2/09
WM Engineers; RE: Appropriation request for Hanlon Pool Geothermal green building enclosure;
3/2/09
Toski, Schaefer & Co.; RE: introduction letter for certified public accountant services;

3/4/09
Village Clerk to Candidates; RE: invitation to inspection voting machines;

3/4/09
Village Clerk to E. Robb; RE: reappointment to ZBA:

3/4/09
Village Clerk to NY State and Local Retirement System; RE: Peter Wells;

3/4/09
Village Clerk to Onondaga Co. Dept of Law; RE: intermunicipal agreement storm water management;

3/5/09
Troy & Banks to PSC: RE: settlement of claims delayed until matter with City of Syracuse is resolved;

3/5/09
Village Clerk to Town of DeWitt; RE: intermunicipal agreement for use of Hanlon Pool;

3/5/09
Village Clerk to Standard & Poor’s; RE: auditor’s report year ending 2006;

3/6/09
Goetzmann & Associates; RE: changes in health insurance administration procedures concerning COBRA:

3/6/09
CSX; RE: pipeline application;

3/6/09
Wladis Law Office; RE: filing of notice of intent to apply for funding under Round 3 of the Restore NY Communities Initiative;

