BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Village of East Syracuse

December 7, 2015

Following the Pledge of Allegiance Mayor Robert T. Tackman called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Village of East Syracuse Board of Trustees for Monday, December 7, 2015 to order at 7:00PM.  Prior to the meeting the Village celebrated the season with a tree lighting ceremony and a visit from Santa. 
Present: Trustee Janet L. Mattox, Trustee Carol Para, Trustee Daniel J. Wagner, and Mayor Robert T. Tackman.

Also Present:  DPW Superintendent Ron Russell, III, Parks Director Tom Richardson, Acting Justice Holly Glassford, Village Clerk Patricia J. Derby, and Director of Code Enforcement Randy Capriotti. 
Excused: Deputy Mayor James E. Carr, Jr. 
One Village resident attended as did a representative from The Eagle News.

Review of Correspondence   A record of recent correspondence has been distributed to the Board of Trustees and all department heads to assist in monitoring activities.

Motion – by Trustee Para, seconded by Trustee Mattox - To accept the following vouchers for payment:

From Consolidated Fund Abstract, vouchers numbered 53434 through 53599 and Abstract in the amount of $516,449.98.
Polling the Board: Trustee Mattox – aye, Trustee Para – aye, Trustee Wagner – aye, and Mayor Tackman – aye.  Motion carried.
Appointments

Mayor Tackman proposes Daniel Wagner as a member of the Fire Service Advisory Board, for a two year term, to expire December 2017.

Polling the Board: Trustee Mattox – aye, Trustee Para – aye, Trustee Wagner – abstains, and Mayor Tackman – aye.  Appointment carried.

Mayor Tackman re-appoints Sally M. Seeley as a member of the Housing Authority Committee, for a five year term, to expire December 2020.

Housing Authority is appointed by the Mayor, Board approval not needed.  One member must be a member of the Board of Trustees.

Excellus Blue Cross/Blue Shield

Motion – by Trustee Para, seconded by Trustee Mattox - To authorize the Mayor to execute agreement for all Village participating employees and retirees for BC/BS of CNY renewal for Excellus Simply Blue Plus options (Platinum 2; Gold 1; and Gold 5), Dental Blue Options, and Low Medicare PPO 1 coverage, for participating employees.

Discussion: Mayor Tackman reported on the meeting with employees last week to explain the health plan options.  The Board was looking at changing the 75/25 split with employees for coverage in order to keep costs stable.  Decided instead to offer a cafeteria plan with 3 option to choose from at whatever level works best for each employee’s situation.  The Village will continue to contribute 75% toward the cost of the Gold 1 plan option. If employees choose another option they will be responsible for the difference.
Electing the Gold plan affords considerable savings. Renewing the Platinum level is an 11.91% increase or over $27,000. 
Offering 3 plans for Health:  Platinum 2, Gold 1 and Gold 5 ranging from annual premium costs of $164,622.12 to $170,122.  
Medicare PPO Plan increased 14% from monthly premium $308.77 TO $358.46.  Retirees also contribute 25% (or $89.62/month from $77.19 currently).  

Dental premium is a 2% increase with single $36.33/month (last year $35.69); 2-person $68.64 ($67.40) and family $111.20 (last year $109.17) with employees paying 25%.

Polling the Board: Trustee Mattox – aye, Trustee Para – aye, Trustee Wagner – aye, and Mayor Tackman – aye.  Motion carried.

SSO Mitigation – Rural Development funding

Motion – by Trustee Para, seconded by Trustee Wagner - To accept the modified Issuance Cost for SSO Mitigation Phase 1, Contract No. 1 and Contract No. 2 to reflect EFC funded total project costs of $2,678,868 (excludes Contract No. 3) with $1,057,599 principal forgiveness and $1,022,521 financed SRF long-term.
Polling the Board: Trustee Mattox – aye, Trustee Para – aye, Trustee Wagner – aye, and Mayor Tackman – aye.  Motion carried.
Motion – by Trustee Mattox, seconded by Trustee Wagner - To authorize the Mayor to sign the Amendment to Owner-Engineer Agreement, dated December 4, 2015 for SSO Mitigation Phase 1 Engineering Services.
Polling the Board: Trustee Mattox – aye, Trustee Para – aye, Trustee Wagner – aye, and Mayor Tackman – aye.  Motion carried.

Roof Drains

Motion – by Trustee Mattox, seconded by Trustee Para - To authorize the Mayor to execute Engineering Services proposal for the Green Innovation Grant program Disconnection of Illicit Roof Drains and Sump Connection.  Proposal amends previously approved amounts ($56,500 total) for Task 1 – Design and Contract Documents - $32,500; Task 2 – Survey - $3250; and Task 3 – Bidding - $7000 to reflect actual incurred costs.

Polling the Board: Trustee Mattox – aye, Trustee Para – aye, Trustee Wagner – aye, and Mayor Tackman – aye.  Motion carried.

Computel GRT Audit

Motion – by Trustee Para, seconded by Trustee Wagner - To authorize the Mayor to execute the settlement agreement with Verizon for Gross Receipts Tax underpayments in the amount of $4494.72.


Discussion:  Mayor Tackman reported that settlement agreement was reviewed and found acceptable by the Village Attorney.

Polling the Board: Trustee Mattox – aye, Trustee Para – aye, Trustee Wagner – aye, and Mayor Tackman – aye.  Motion carried.

Legal Services

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Mattox. - To retain the legal services of Hancock & Estabrook Law Offices for matters with the East Syracuse PBA.

Discussion:  Trustee Wagner offered that this brings negotiations back to the beginning.  

Polling the Board: Trustee Mattox – aye, Trustee Para – aye, Trustee Wagner – aye, and Mayor Tackman – aye.  Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

Parks Department – Director Tom Richardson

Village House Lighting Contest- Judging for Village house lighting contest will held on Monday, December 14th. Free to enter. Prizes will be awarded for top 3 houses. Call 952 – 0038 to register.
Youth Programs
Family Night Bingo was held on November 20th t at the East Syracuse Municipal Building. 

The Children’s Annual Thanksgiving Turkey Shoot bowling Tournament was held on Wednesday, November 25th   49 children participated in the event
Polar Express Movie Night will be held Friday, December 11th at the Village Hall (2nd floor) beginning at 7:00 pm. Free

Breakfast with Santa will be held on Saturday, December 12th at the American Legion from 9:00 – 11:00

Senior Programs

51 seniors attended the trip to Turning Stone on November 19th   
22 seniors filled the 3rd floor Community room on Friday, December 4th for the Monthly card Party. . Next party will be Friday, January 15th 
For the monthly intergenerational program at Heman Street Apt, 2nd & 3rd grade students and seniors celebrated Thanksgiving with homemade pumpkin cake, Students performed the ABC’s of Thanksgiving.
46 Bennett Manor residents attended Parks & Rec Luncheon on Tuesday, November 24th. A Thanksgiving meal was served. Next luncheon will be January 206h 

28 seniors attended Lights on Lake on Thursday, December 3rd

Seniors will be attending the Swingin Christmas Party on December 10th and Disney on Ice on December 30th  

The Seniors Annual Christmas Party will be on Thursday, December 17th.from 10:00 – 2:00 at the American legion. Seniors may still register. Entertainment will be provided by children from East Syracuse Elementary.

Ellis Field Park 
The Christmas decorations at Ellis Field Park will be up this week for the Season. 

Fill the pod took place on Saturday, December 5th from 9:00 – 1:00 pm in the St. Matthews Parking Lot. Non- perishable food donations were collected for the St. Matthew food pantry. Returnable bottles and cans were also collected. Thank you to the community for their generous donations and also to the volunteers that helped out.

Court

Busy month at court. With holidays coming - petit larcenies are up. Also Dewitt is on top of the winter ban parking. Gave warnings at the beginning but now are writing tickets.

Judge Zavaglia and Judge Glassford and Bridget wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!!

Building Maintenance – Janet Forest
Contracts:     Will remain the same for another year with the exception of Woodcock and Armani due to the NYSERDA incentive has expired. 

Supplies:     Purchases for the building total $754.96. 

Repairs:     November 5th Third floor showers out of order due to a leak in ceiling of Judges Office.  Dan Blanding replaced the Cast Iron Pipe for $950.00 

-Police Overhead Door needed new cables and springs for $ 456.45

-Bill Piddle was called to repair a few outside lights needed new eyes due to the lights remaining on during the day and he will be working on some inside lights. Bill has not been turned in yet. 

DPW – Superintendent Ron Russell, III

LEAVES – DPW crews picked up nearly every day in November.

SANITARY SEWERS - DPW flushed the main in the 200 block of North Center Street & the 200 block of Kinne Street.  The sewer at Hanlon Pool was cleaned.  Vents were repaired at numerous residences in the Village.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS – Lights were put up on Manlius Street and the Municipal Building.  Flags were put up for Veterans Day.

YARDWASTE – Yard waste was picked up twice.  The scheduled season ended October 26.  Many residents continued to put out yard waste throughout the month resulting in 2 non-scheduled pick-ups.  DPW crews also picked up trash, debris and blue bins twice during the month due to high winds.

TREE WORK – Trees were trimmed at numerous locations.  DPW crews with assistance from volunteers from Cornell Cooperative Extension planted 30 bare root trees in locations throughout the Village.

STREET SWEEPING – Village streets were swept twice during November per MS4 requirements.

December work will include weather related duties, various maintenance projects and other duties.  Christmas tree collection will begin after Christmas.

Trustee Carol Para reported that street lights on the 100 block of McCool need to be checked.  Trustee Wagner asked that Allen Street also be looked at.  Many times the block is dark.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Trustee Daniel Wagner remembered December 7th as the day to go down in infamy.  Hope the US never is in that situation again.

Trustee Janet Mattox wished everyone a happy holiday.
MAYOR’S REMARKS 
Mayor Robert T. Tackman reported that still working with the Town of DeWitt to reach an accord regarding fire protection services.  It is in the Town’s hands.  The Town is obligated to provide fire services to the north-end.  The Village cannot continue to do so without a contract.  After January 1st we will not provide fire services outside the Village.

The Mayor will meet tomorrow morning with Department Heads.  Looking as this as a means of keeping everyone informed and updated on activities and decision made by the Board of Trustees.

Rode the Christmas Toys for Tots Train from Binghamton to Albany with the Marines.  Made five stops along the way to distribute gifts and toys.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Court Cancelled:
December 22nd



December 29th 

Turning Stone Trips:




Thursday, January 21st 




Thursday, February 25th 

Senior trips:

Thursday, December 10th 
Turning Stone Swingin                                                                                                                                        Christmas Show



Thursday, December 17th 
Senior Christmas Party


Youth trips and activities:

Friday, December 11th 
Polar Express Movie Night


Saturday, December 12th  
Breakfast with Santa


Annual Christmas Tree Lighting - Monday, December 7th at 6PM crafts, refreshments and a visit from Santa to follow.

House Lighting Contest with judging on Monday, December 14th beginning at 7PM. 
Disney on Ice “Dare to Dream” bus trip on Wednesday, December 30th.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS
Sally Seeley asked what the Village thought about the in-land port.  Have some concerns as Girden Road runs right into East Ellis Street.  The Village is bound to be effected with increased truck traffic.

Trustee Wagner noted that plans for using Girden Road include opening the access road to Rt. 481.  That will direct most traffic away from Kirkville.


Trustee Mattox reported that the road is a private roadway for the Railroad.


Mayor Tackman has talked with other officials.  Most plans will have minimal impact on the Village, but certainly concerned with issues with increased rail as well as road traffic, noise, and safety. Prefer that location over the initially proposed Jamesville site.  East Syracuse’s roots are that of an old railroad town. Will have to see more details. This affects both Town of DeWitt and Town of Manlius.

Sally Seeley asked what “Shooters Haven” was. 


Director of Code Enforcement Randy Capriotti reported that he has tried to contact them to do a fire inspection.  Website shows that they offer courses and classroom instruction in gun safety. Do not believe there is a shooting range. Both Mayor Tackman and Director Capriotti will continue to contact business owners.
Mayor Tackman wished everyone a Merry Christmas.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40PM.

Respectfully submitted by,

Patricia J. Derby

Village Clerk
Minutes were provided unapproved to the Board of Trustees and Department Heads on Tuesday, December 8, 2015.
Review of Correspondence

11/2/15
Preconstruction Meeting Minutes – Disconnection of Illicit Roof Drain Connections;

11/5/15
Fire Chief; RE; Fire Council decision;

11/6/15
Village Clerk to CNY SPCA; RE: annual agreement;

11/9/15
Village Clerk to Crowley Insurance; RE: notice of claim;

11/13/15
Law Firm of Frank Miller; RE: Lapoint matter;

11/16/15
Village Clerk to NYS DEC; RE: Sewage Pollution Right to Know;

11/16/15
Village Clerk to NYS DOT; RE: CHIPS;

11/17/15
CBRE to Planning Board; RE: Verizon antennas at 412 West Manlius Street;

11/25/15
NYS Civil Service; RE; Capriotti waiver;

11/30/15
Butler Disposal; RE: changes in collection for calendar year 2016;

11/30/15
Department of State, Committee on Open Government; RE; Advisory Opinion;
12/1/15
US Department of Justice; RE; balance in equitable sharing program;

12/1/15
Village Clerk to National Grid; RE: holiday lighting drops not working;

12/2/15
Onondaga County Legislature; RE; Mortgage tax apportionment;

12/2/15
Village Clerk to Board of Trustees; RE: bank accounts;

12/2/15
Time Warner; RE: programming changes;
12/2/15
Village Engineers; RE: asbestos report for Roof Drains project;

12/2/15
NYCOM; RE: legislation authorizing purchase of streetlights;

12/2/15
EAVES: RE; 2015-2016 budget;

12/2/15
Mayor; RE: review of Town’s proposal for fire protection;

12/4/15
Adirondack Operations; RE: asbestos report;

12/4/15
Village Attorney; RE; negotiations with PBA:

12/4/15
Mayor; RE: response concerning Town Fire Protection proposal;

12/6/15
Web Inquiry; RE; code enforcement at 211 Kinne Street;

12/7/15
Web Inquiry; RE: youth basketball program;
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