PLANNING BOARD
Village of East Syracuse
January 12, 2015

Chairperson Ronald Gustafson called the meeting of the Village of East Syracuse Planning Board for Monday, January 12, 2015 to order at 4:35PM.

Present:  Planning Board members: Robert Murphy, David Boldt, Liz Landry, Dick Robb, Tony Albanese and Chairperson Ron Gustafson.  Also present: Village Clerk Patricia J. Derby.

Excused: Planning Board member Mary Albanese, Director of Code Enforcement Randy Capriotti, Village Engineer Steve Snell, and Village Planning Attorney John Marzocchi.
 

General Discussion

Over the past several years, and particularly since the Brownfield Opportunities Area program under took the project, there has been much discussion concerning Design Guidelines.  This Board has deliberated the topic and struggled with approvals within the current Zoning Title. 

Planning Board member Dick Robb has done some research.  Copies were shared and a one hour video is available on You Tube that is well worth viewing for the general concepts.

Dick Robb shared excerpts which detailed the value of guidelines, including:
· Shows what we prefer;
· Makes know what we recommend; and 
· Can be negotiated to allow development without the need for a variance.

Revisions to Land Use Code can include: Flexible parking requirements, architectural rules, flexible set backs, as well as items to be considered on a case-by-case basis.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Design rules were discussed in relationship to East Manlius Street although such rules could be instituted for other areas or the entire Village.  The thinking of the BOA Committee was to experiment with these techniques along our “Main Street” before expanding to other areas.
Generally discussed the recommendations put forward in the Brownfield Final Report.  Some can be addressed, by various committees and Boards within the Village now, without waiting for State funding or other grant opportunities.

Ron Gustafson provided a brief overview of the ESPA (East Syracuse Preservation Association).  ESPA is an independent not-for-profit that was established similar to a program in the City of Syracuse Westcott area.  The Village funded initially with $10,000 to offer incentives to encourage owner occupied housing.   Nominal amounts up to $2500 were offered in the way of loans that after ten years would be forgiven.  

ESPA differs from programs offered by the County Community Development that offer financial assistance to improve facades and remove lead paint hazards.

ESPA still has some money and could be revived with a new Board of Directors to activate the 501C3 status.

Planning Board Member are encouraged to review the Brownfield Report and the sample Design Guideline before the next meeting for further discussion and possible assignment for a working committee.


OTHER BUSINESS

Liz Landry asked what was going on with the Recycling Plant.  Concerned that the Planning Board does not receive updates.  Chairperson Gustafson explained that as a recommending Board to the Board of Trustees, the Planning Board’s role is done.  It is then up to the Code Enforcement Officer to assure development proceeds with the conditions imposed and within Building and Code regulations.  Code Enforcement Director can provide further updates but appears that clean-up of the site is complete and some activity may begin come Spring.   

The County Planning Federation Annual Seminar is scheduled for March 5th at the OnCenter.  Announcements should be sent out soon.


Next Meeting

Next regularly scheduled meeting for the Planning Board is Monday, February 9th at 4:30PM. The Board of Trustees meeting is also scheduled for that day with a Public Hearing on the Brownfield Final Report.


Meeting adjourned at 5:30PM.


Respectfully submitted by,



Patricia J. Derby
Village Clerk



