BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Village of East Syracuse

January 9, 2017

Following the Pledge of Allegiance Mayor Robert T. Tackman called the meeting of the Village of East Syracuse Board of Trustees for Monday, January 9, 2017 to order at 7:02PM.
Present: Deputy Mayor James E. Carr, Jr., Trustee Janet L. Mattox, Trustee Carol Para, Trustee Daniel J. Wagner, and Mayor Robert T. Tackman.

Also Present:  DPW Superintendent Ron Russell, III, Parks Director Tom Richardson, Village Clerk Patricia J. Derby, Fire Chief DJ Brewster, Director of Code Enforcement Randy Capriotti, and Village Attorney Robert Germain.
Four Village residents and guests attended.
Review of Correspondence  A record of recent correspondence has been distributed to the Board of Trustees and all department heads to assist in monitoring activities.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Mattox - To accept the following vouchers for payment:

From Consolidated Fund Abstract, vouchers numbered 55613 through 55796 and Abstract in the amount of $156,604.55.
Discussion:  Abstract includes:  $21,050.81 in tax payments; $10,397.36 for road salt; $8620.84 for Building service agreements; $6000 tree removal;  and $12,187.71 in fire repairs; $2806.17 in DPW vehicle repairs as well as monthly payments for Health Insurance $23,536; Butler Garbage Disposal $13,425; and attorneys, engineers and utilities.
Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.
Property Tax Cap

Motion -  by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Mattox - To schedule a public hearing on Monday, February 6, 2017 at 7PM in the Municipal Building Courtroom, 204 North Center Street to consider the adoption of a local law authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General Municipal Law §3-c


Discussion: Mayor Tackman corrected the notion that it’s a 2% tax cap.  It is aligned with inflation.  NYCOM advised this year it will be 1.15%, which is higher than last year.  Can always waive but good to have as an option.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

NYCOM Winter Meeting
Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr -To approve the attendance at training for Mayor Robert T. Tackman at NYCOM Winter Legislative Meeting Sunday, February 12th through Tuesday, February 14th in Albany, NY.  Cost is:  $230 registration and $326 for 2 night’s hotel for total $556.  Will take gas card in lieu of mileage.

Discussion:  Mayor Tackman reported that this is the session when NYCOM sets the legislative agenda for the year and attendees meet with regional local legislators.
Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Amend Wage Schedule

Motion – by Trustee Para, seconded by Mayor Tackman - To amend the wage schedule to offer 2% increase for salaried workers for 2016/2017 fiscal year.


Discussion:  Mayor Tackman reported that this matter was discussed last month and declined.  Since that time some of the Board have meet with their liaison assignments.

Trustee Janet Mattox objected to discussing personnel matters in open session.  Advised that the Board cannot vote to spend money in Executive Session. 

Polling the Board:  Deputy Mayor Carr – no, Trustee Mattox – no, Trustee Wagner – no.  Motion failed.

Update on Inland Port Discussion

Mayor Tackman reported on meeting earlier today with Village Attorney and Village Engineers from O’Brien & Gere to consider the scope of the project and the responsibilities of the Lead Agent for the SEQRA process.  SEQRA cannot be segmented.  Over 50% of the 3Gi Inland Port proposal is environmental with wetland mitigation in the Town of Manlius and the Town of DeWitt. Lead Agent is usually the entity with the greatest impacts. In this case that is not the Village.  For this reason the Village will not move forward as Lead Agent but offers its full support of the project.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Para – To adopt Resolution in Support of 3Gi Inland Port:
Whereas, 3Gi-CNYIP (Central New York Inland Port) has advised the Village of East Syracuse of their proposed project to include parcel at 380 Carr Street, located in the Village of East Syracuse; and

Whereas, the Central New York Inland Port (CNYIP) project will offer economic benefits to Onondaga County and the Central New York Region, as well as to existing industry, agriculture and businesses who desire to open and expand their markets through cost efficient exporting; and

Whereas, CNYIP offers importers and exporters within the Central New York Region an opportunity to realize cost and time advantages, as compared to the necessity of trucking containers to and from the Port Authority of New York, New Jersey and other ports; 

Now Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Village of East Syracuse Board of Trustees  fully support the advancement of the Central New York Inland Port and look forward to helping make this project a success.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Village Office Computers
Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr - To approve the expenditure anticipated in the 2016/2017 budget for 3 HP Elite All-in-One computers at $1079 each, plus a Brother Laser Multifunction Printer for $615.36.  Total expenditure is $3,237 for computers, $750 computer installation and configuration, and $615.36 for printer = $4602.36 [from A1680.0200].


Discussion:  Deputy Mayor Carr asked what will happen to the old computers.  Village Clerk Derby advised that they will be shifted to wherever there is a need, probably in the Board of Trustees office and Parks.
Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Code Enforcement training

Motion – by Trustee Para, seconded by Trustee Wagner - To approve the attendance at training for Randy Capriotti to attend NYSBOC  12th Annual Education Conference Tuesday, March 31st thru Friday, April 3rd  held at Holiday Inn, Electronics Parkway, Liverpool, NY.  Cost for the conference is $360 and will provide 24 hours towards Code Enforcement certification.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Cooperative Purchasing

Motion – by Trustee Para, seconded by Trustee Wagner - To approve and authorize the Mayor to execute agreement, following Village Attorney review and acceptance, with HGACBuy as purchasing agent appointed to purchase certain products and services through Cooperative Purchasing Agreement.  Agreement is automatically renewable annually.

Discussion:  Mayor Tackman commented that this affords the ability to be part of a cooperative and replace our local bidding process with national resources. Considering this option for the new Rescue Truck.  Researched this through NYCOM and talked with other local municipalities.  Village of Minoa recently used and said it was an easy process.  Village of North Syracuse just signed up but has not purchased anything yet.
Trustee Wagner asked if there was an annual fee.  There is no cost for this service.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

SCBA

Mayor Tackman provided an update. :  60 SCBA masks, harness, backpacks, face piece and 2 cylinders are coved under the FEMA grant awarded to the Village in the amount of $320,572 with 5% match of $16,028 for total of $336,600.  In addition Village will provide an additional 15% of $57,400.

MES hold State bid contracts for this equipment.  In addition the Fire Department has determined a need for 7 extra packs to be used for training (and not having to remove from the trucks or service) and RIT-PAK, as well as imprinted logos on the equipment (to identify at mutual aid calls).  Third component/quote is for one (1) compressor (at this time) and installation.
Deputy Mayor Carr asked for assurance that this will meet 100% of the Fire Department’s needs.

Fire Chief Brewster reminded that there is a time crunch for fulfilling this order before current equipment expires.  MES needs approximately 6 weeks for delivery and training before in-service.

Mayor Tackman proposed staggering the purchases for cash flow and to keep the grant purchases separate. Village Clerk Derby noted that Board still needs to identify funding for the additional items and the compressor.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr -To award MES (Municipal Emergency Services) Poughkeepsie, NY, as a vendor with NY State Bid contract (NYS Contract # PC66804) for the purchase of SCBA personal protective equipment under the terms of the grant award from FEMA for sixty (60) compliant 5500psi SCBA with masks, harness, backpacks, face piece and 2 cylinders, based upon their proposal for $348,000.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr – To purchase from MES additional Fire Department needs as stated on Quote #2 and through NYS Contract PC66804 for additional SCBA (7) and RIT PAK for $23,175.
Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr – To purchase from MES Scott Safety 7500 Connect Air Compressor to be installed at Station 1 and items identified on Quote #3 for $65,905.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Fire Department 

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr - To accept William Browne, Grover Street, as a member of the East Syracuse Fire Department, effective as of December 8th.


Discussion: Mayor Tackman noted that William Brown use to be a member and has now moved back.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

In another matter, asked the Fire Chief about the procedure of approving members by the Corporation and activating them before they are approved by the Village Board.  Problem comes because Corporation typically meets the day after the Board of Trustees. Village Attorney advised that members must be approved by the Board.

Propose that Fire Department give information to the Board of Trustee prior to their acting on it.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr - To approve the expenditure for one (1) Signal Hi-Vis Jackets for Fire House Caretakers from Charles River Apparel.  Cost is $73.50.  (A3410.0430) 

Discussion:  Four jackets were purchased in 2014 for Fire House caretakers.

Trustee Wagner asked why Board approval was needed.  All clothing allowances have been removed from the budget and jackets are not considered safety item with prior approval to purchase.
Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr -To approve the expenditure to upgrade RedNMX/Red Alert System for Modules $5695 and Hardware & Installation $355 for Total of $6050.


Discussion:  Fire Chief Brewster explained the upgrade to software to allow for web based access.  New software expands and improves their system.
Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr - To approve the attendance at training for Tim Marcely at Advanced Incident Command on January 30th & 31st at Syracuse Fire Department Training Center, State Fair Boulevard.  Cost is free.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Park Activities & Trips


Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Mattox - To offer the following schedule of events for February Break 2017:

Tuesday, February 21st    
Out of the Cage Pet Mobile

Free





10:00 -11:00





East Syracuse Elementary

Tuesday, February 21st 
Karate – CNY Karate

Free





11:30 – 1:00





East Syracuse Elementary

Wednesday, February 22nd
Parent Child Paint Day

$5.00





10:00 – 12:00





East Syracuse Elementary

Thursday, February 23rd     
Bowling- Rock & Bowl

Cost is $7.00





At Bowl Mor Lanes


directly to Bowl Mor





Ages 4 - 12





10:00 – 11:30 

Friday, February 24th 

3 on 3 Basketball Tourney

$5 to Steve Graham





At ESE 1st – 5th grade





10:00 – 12:00

Friday, February 24th 

Intramurals & Pizza Party






At ESE



$5 to Steve Graham 





12:15 – 2:30PM

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Para - To Offer Family Ice Skating Night on Saturday, February 11th from 4:00 – 6:00PM at Clinton Square. Free – includes Skate rental and admission. For Village residents only. Prior registration required. No Transportation.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Mattox - To offer Baby Sitting Course during February Break.

Discussion:  This program is proposed and supported by the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission. Cost will be whatever EAVES charges.
Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Para, seconded by Trustee Wagner - To approve a senior trip to Annual ESM Musical “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” on February 11th as guests of Dr. DiSiato.  ESM will donate 10 tickets.  There is no charge. No Transportation


Discussion: Tickets will be distributed through Keener Seniors.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

DPW Activity – DPW Superintendent Ronald A Russell, III
TRASH – DPW crews picked windblown trash and debris twice throughout the Village.  Christmas tree collection was started and will continue through January when weather allows.  Regular trash routes were picked up on their scheduled Mondays.

SNOW REMOVAL – DPW crews put up snow fence and staked hazard areas along plow routes.  Snow removal for the month resulted in the following:


Salt Trips



15


Street Plow Trips


11


Sidewalk Plowed 


 9


Parking Lots/Turn Areas

 9


Load Snow



 3 days

LEAF SEASON – Leaf pick up finished in December.  The leaf blower was cleaned, services and stored for the next season.  The leaf box was removed and cleaned and the truck restored to dump service.  Leaves that were piled at DPW were hauled to the compost site.

STREET SWEEPING – Village streets were swept once during December.  Sweeping will resume in the Spring.

DPW activity for January will include any weather related duties, building and vehicle maintenance, OSHA training and all normal functions required of DPW.

Village Office – Village Clerk/Treasurer Patricia J. Derby

Treasurer’s Report

The Annual Report to the NYS Comptroller has been filed. The Independent Audit for fiscal year ending May 31, 2016 has also been completed.

The Village as a Whole

The 2015/2016 budget was adopted on April 20, 2015.  The total budget (for all funds) was $4,392,513, with revenues of $1,557,229.  This was a 7% decrease of $326,269 from prior year ($4,718,782). $2,530,284 was the amount to be raised by taxes, with $305,000 appropriated from fund balance.

The General Fund (A) budget for 2015/2016 totaled $4,268,963.  This was a decreased by $299,455 from prior year 2014/2015 fiscal year.  The General Fund 2015/2016 budget included $1,557,229 in non-property tax revenues, $2,406,734 in tax revenue and $305,000 in appropriated fund balance.

The non-property tax sources included payments in lieu of taxes, interest earnings, fees, Court fines, franchise fees, fire protection contract, CHIPS, sales tax, state aid and grants.  The 2015/2016 revenues are $26,748 less than 2014/2015.

Wages and benefits comprised 40% (1,705,868) of the general fund, with payroll representing 28% ($916,872) and benefits 24% ($788,996).  This is 24% less than prior year and reflects the loss of wages with the abolishment of the Police Department and transfer of function to the Town of DeWitt.  There was a 2% increase in wages offered to most full-time employees.

The 2015/2016 tax rate was $13.69 per $1000 of assessed value representing an 18% decrease from last year ($16.20/1000).

The 2015/2016 Sewer Fund (G) budget was $123,550 with all supported from taxes.  The overall expenditures in the sewer fund budgets were $26,814 less than 2014/2015.  The sewer rate was $.56  per $1000 of assessed value,  25% less than last year ($.70).

Debt is the major portion of the sewer fund including sewer construction, capital construction projects (Municipal Building and Hanlon Pool Building) and on-going remediation efforts under a NYS DEC Consent Order.

The Village entered into a lease agreement with OCWA on May 19, 2008, for the operation, maintenance, and repair of the Village water system and supply water and water services directly to customers of the Village. There is no F Fund/Water budget for 2015/2016.  The last year, 2008/2009 water fund (F) budget was $245,500.      

Condensed Statement of Net Assets (in thousands of dollars)





Governmental Activities
Governmental Activities





And Total Village as of
and Total Village as of






5/31/2015


5/31/2016

Assets

Current and Other Assets
$
1,288.3
$
1,341.4  

Capital Assets
$
7,180.0
$
7,342.4   

Total Assets
$
8,468.3
$
8,683.8   

Deferred Outflow of Resources

   Related to Pensions


$
620.9

Liabilities

Current Liabilities
$
3,463.9
$
725.7

Long-term Liabilities
$
3,702.1
$
4,807.0

Total Liabilities
$
7,167.0
$
5,532.7

Deferred Inflow of Resources

   Related to Pensions


$
179.0

   Deferred Revenue


$
120.5
Total Deferred Inflow of Resources

$
299.5

Net Assets

Invested in Capital Assets, net of 

   Related debt
$
2,406.0
$
4,447.3 

Restricted 
$
123.2
$
123.6

Unrestricted
$
(1,227.9)
$
(1,098.4)

Total Net Assets
$
1,301.3
$
3,472.5  

Statement of Activities



General Fund

Sewer Fund


5/31/2016

5/31/2016


Revenues

Real Property Taxes
$   2,360,416
$     123,330
Non-property taxes
$      158,538
Departmental Revenues
$        35,584


Intergovernmental Revenue
$   1,627,861
Use of money and property
$            475



License and Permits
$        50,000

Fines and Forfeitures
$        43,435
Revenues from State sources
$        72,459       


Miscellaneous
$        36,818
___________
Total Revenues
$   4,385,586
$      123,330
Expenses

General Support
$   1,006,888    

Public Safety
$   1,054,142   

Transportation
$      614,652 

Culture and recreation
$      187,147  

Home and Community Service
$      214,688 
$    
    12,812
Employee Benefits
$      688,201 

Debt Service
$      509,684 
$  ___98,415

Total Expenses
$   4,275,402 
$      111,227
         

Revenue Over/Under

  Expenditures
$      110,184  
$       12,103
Fund Balance, End of Year
$   1,077,940
$      201,628

The 2015/2016 fiscal year revenues increased by $685,100, and property taxes decreased by $ 566,400. State Aid increased by $468,300. The Village experienced a decrease in employee benefits and debt services but an increase in general support, public safety, transportation, home and community and culture and recreation. 

Capital Assets

In accordance with GASB No 34, the Village records depreciated expenses associated with all of its capital assets, including infrastructure.  The Village of East Syracuse’s investment in capital assets for its governmental activities as of May 31, 2016, amounted to $ 7,342.4 (net of accumulated depreciation).  The previous year’s amount was $7,180.  This investment in capital assets includes land, buildings, improvements other than buildings, machinery and equipment, infrastructure, and construction in progress. 

Debt Administration

Debt service was approximately 13% of the total expenditures.  Principal payments and interest were $531,282 from the general fund and $104,250 from the sewer fund.

These payments include payments for construction of the Hanlon Pool Building, serial bonds for the Municipal Building, fire equipment, and road reconstruction. 

The State Revolving Fund short-term financing was converted to long-term debt in August.  Total project costs of $3,236,748 was converted to $1,302,480 long-term financing with the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation, with $50,000 from Onondaga County Community Development Grant, $390,000 anticipated USDA Rural Development grant, $72,748 municipal contribution, and $1,335,520 CWSRF principal forgiveness.

Economic Factors and Next Year’s Budgets 

The Village relies mainly on property taxes with overall revenues continuing to decrease. 

In December 2015 the Village Board accepted an impact bargaining settlement in order to avoid arbitration following the abolishment of the Police Department in 2014 and the transfer of function to the Town of DeWitt.  The $422,995.05 settlement paid $362,500 to the five full-time Officers transferred to the Town, and additional $25,780.75 in sick time payments, $4714.30 in comp time pay-out and $30,000 to part-time Officers. 

This obligation strains the resources of the Village on top of the $375,000 annual payment to the Town for extended services and the assurance of hiring all full-time Village Officers. The final payment for these services will be in December 2018.
While the debt load increased with the conversion to long-term financing for the SSO Mitigation projects, having over $1.3 million principal forgiveness is remarkable.  The Village was able to make major improvements to infrastructure without burdening the taxpayers.  Relief is expected in 2018 with the retirement of the bond for the Municipal Building renovations completed in 2004.

The Village Board continues to work with the Town of DeWitt to resolve long-standing issues over the fire protection services contract.  The 2017 contract was renewed at the 2016 rate of $900,000.  The Town contract for fire protection services is the Village’s largest revenue resource after property taxes.

Holidays and Events

Village Office and DPW Operations are closed Monday, January 16th  for Martin Luther King Day.

Projects

SSO Mitigation, Phase 2, Contract 2 

Contractors will be in the Village starting this week to do sewer inspections.  

EFC has accepted the Engineering Proposal in the amount of $219,000 and accepted the MWBE-EEO goals. Total award is a NYS Water Grant of $370,835 with project costs of $1.5 million to continue the improvements to address existing sanitary sewer pipe deficiencies and reduce infiltration and inflow into the sanitary sewer system consistent with the work done in Phase 1.  

Other Committees and Boards

Zoning – Has an application for a January hearing for change of use at 108 Silver Street (former Logo’s Plus business operations).

Planning – Continue review of the Islamic Cultural Center of Bosnians in Syracuse. The matter will be referred to the Board of Trustees shortly.

Safety – Next meeting is February 21st. 
Fire Department – Chief DJ Brewster

Fire Calls for the Month of December

Building Fire





2

Vehicle Fire





2

Misc. Fire i.e.: shed, dumpster etc.…


0

Outdoor Fire/Brush




0

Other Fires





2

Medical





13

MVC w/Injury





9

MVC without injury




8

Fire Alarm





24



Mutual Aid 





7

Hazardous Conditions




2

Other Hazardous


 

0

Misc. i.e.: animal, lockout, good intent etc.

14
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24-Village

53-Town

  6-Mutual Aid

83

The following dates are for Alarm Activations (30) to Bennett Manor since April:


April:  5,9,21, 22, 23, 23, 23, 24, 27, 29;


May: 14, 29;


July: 19, 25;


August: 18, 25;


September: 15, 25;


October: 16, 17, 30, 31;


November: 14, 18, 26, 26;


December: 9, 9, 11, 29; 
Recap for 2016

Building Fire





17

Vehicle Fire





7

Misc. Fire i.e.: shed, dumpster etc.…


3

Outdoor Fire/Brush




12

Dumpster





4

Other Fires





11

Medical





115

MVC w/Injury





82

MVC without injury




96

Fire Alarm





318



Mutual Aid 





90

Hazardous Conditions




52

Other Hazardous


 

30

Misc. i.e.: animal, lockout, good intent etc.

209
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The response for the Village calls are                          285

                                           Town calls are                   675

                                           Mutual Aid calls are            86

                                                                                    1046

Mayor Tackman asked if there was some way to address all the accidents we’ve had lately.  Fire Chief Brewster noted there are steps in the Driver Training Procedures.

Office of Code Enforcement – Director of Code Enforcement Randy Capriotti

December 2016 Report

I. Rental Inspections

A. Initial inspection – 53 units 
B. Re-inspections – 12 Units

C. Total potential rental UNITS – 650; Currently rental UNITS – around 645

D. About 99.5% of the 2016 rental units have been registered to date.  

II. Fire Inspections- 4
A. Place of Assembly – 2

B. Commercial – 2
C. Multi-families;
· 5 structures
· 21 units

III. Housing Court  

A. Court Order to Inspect - 0

B. Rental Inspections - 0
C. Ordered to apply to ZBA for use variance – 0
D. Ordered to register – 0

E. Outdoor Storage – 0

F. Nuisance Vehicles – 0

G. Parking Violation - 0

H. Property Maintenance - 0

I. Illegal Signs -0

J. Zoning -0

K. Container Location- 0
IV. Notices/Violations Cited

A. Outdoor Storage – 0

B. Nuisance Vehicles – 0
C. Grass – 0,  Ordered cut - 0
D. Property Maintenance – 0

E. Signs – 0

F. Pools – 0

G. Rental Reg. –  delinquent notices - 0                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

H. Communication Towers – 0

I. Sprinkler Inspections – 0

J. Stop Work Orders – 0

K. Order to repair/demolish - 0

L. Disruptive Conduct Notices Mailed – 0  Eviction Proceedings - 0

V.
      Uniform Code Complaints – 3
Corrected/Unfounded – 3
   Pending - 0
VI.
      Planning Board – Discussion on Islamic State Project 
VII. Zoning Board of Appeals – Did not meet, meeting January 19, 2017 @ 1900hrs

VIII. Building Permit Plan Reviews – 4, Permits Issued- 0 , Pending- 4

IX. Appearance Tickets Issued - 0

Director of Code Enforcement Randy Capriotti reported that ready to close up 2016.  Just a few re-inspections yet to complete.  Will start 2017 inspections in beginning in February.  Offered kudos to Kerry.  He has really done a great job in getting properties cleaned-up.

Trustee Janet Mattox asked if have had any luck in finding another rental inspector.  Director Capriotti commented that the problem is with the rentals – no one wants to do those. Have one prospective – he will retire in February so we may be able to get him in in March to the Academy to complete training.

Parks & Recreation – Director Tom Richardson

The Village Tree Lighting Ceremony took place on Monday, December 75h at the Village Hall. Thank you to ESE Staff and Children for singing Christmas Carols. Children enjoyed the evening by singing carols, making a craft and having cookies and Hot Chocolate. The evening was topped off with a visit from Santa.

On December 16th Children and their families attended Saving Santa Movie Night at the East Syracuse Municipal Building. Children enjoyed popcorn, cupcakes and refreshments.

 Breakfast with Santa on Saturday, December 17th was a success. Approximately 180 people (children & their families) attended. Participants were served pancakes & sausage, had a picture taken with Santa and had the chance to make Christmas crafts.

The Village House Lighting Contest was judged on Monday, December 12th. The Gill family took the top prize. Thank you to all that participated. Judges included Mayor Tackman, Trustee Para, and Village Justice Joseph Zavaglia.

The Senior Christmas Party at American legion was attended by 44 seniors on Thursday, December 15th. Thank you to Mrs. McGinley Class and Miss Albanese Class from East Syracuse Elementary. The children put on a Christmas concert and made Christmas crafts for all the seniors

32 seniors and children attended Lights on Lake on Thursday, December 8th.

19 seniors attended It’s a Wonderful Life on Sunday, December 11th.

Seniors took December off from cards at the Village Municipal Building. Next Party will be on January 15th.  Upcoming trips include the Turning Stone Casino on January 18th.

The Next Bennett Manor Luncheon will be on Tuesday, January 24th.

Deadline for Food $ense program is Friday, January 13th.  Call Tom Richardson at 952 – 0038 to get your order in.

The Recreation Department teamed with the Recreation Advisory council on Tuesday, December 27th for Parent/Child Paint Day at East Syracuse Elementary.33 children and their parents attended the program. Great reviews by everyone. Thank you to Emily Scott for running the program.

Also offered during Christmas Break Pizza Movie Day on December 29th and Intramurals on December 30th 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Trustee Janet Mattox noted that the Village of Camillus addressed the opioids problem with narcon training.  Wondering if we could do something similar on the east side.

Mayor Tackman will look into it.  Will talk to EAVES and Town of DeWitt Police. 

MAYOR’S REMARKS – Robert T. Tackman
The Village will host NYCOM Seminar Administering Volunteer Fire Departments on Thursday, February 2nd at 6:30PM at the Municipal Building Court Room (2nd Floor).  It is free to attend and open to Village Mayors & Officials, Fire Department fire fighters and Officers as well as Town Supervisors and Officials.

This is a great learning experience. Space is limited.  Please rsvp by January 23rd to Mayor Tackman at rtackman@villageofeastsyracuse.com.

Fire Chief Brewster reported that he has shared this information with area Departments.  Assistant Chief Shields and Acting Assistant Chief Marcely will attend, as will ESFD Corporate Officers.

Trustee Mattox commented that John Mancini is an excellent speaker.

Mayor Tackman reported on proclamation recognizing the efforts of Luke Liedka. He was recognized at an ESE school function last Friday.

Will attend the State of the City address by Mayor Stephanie Miner next week and the State of the State with Governor Cuomo when he is in Syracuse.

Shared his goals for the Village for 2017.  Asking every Department Head and other Board members to provide theirs.  They will be used in preparing the budget and charting our course for the future.

Firefighter Paul Knierman attends tonight asking for permission for the Girl Scout Troop 623 to meet at the Municipal Building.  Presently are at the American Legion. Have access to building through the Fire Department and will attend every meeting. Have approximately 8 to 10 girls plus adults attend meetings.
Motion – by Deputy Mayor Carr, seconded by Trustee Mattox – To grant permission for Girl Scout Troop 623 to use the Municipal Building third floor Community Room every other Thursday (2 times a month) from 6PM to 7PM.  First meeting will be in 2 weeks.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Senior Trips

Turning Stone Casino - Wednesday, January 18th 

Del Largo Casino - Tuesday, February 28th 
Village Offices (and DPW) are closed on Monday, January 16th for Martin Luther King Day
Next Village Board of Trustees meeting is Monday, February 6th 

COMMUNITY COMMENTS
Sally Seeley asked if the Mayor followed up with Standards & Poor’s request for information concerning Bennett Manor.  Mayor Tackman was unfamiliar with requests but will contact them directly.
Sally Seeley asked about the Village’s participation in with NYS new laws concerning Zombie Properties.  Mayor Tackman noted that he is watching the Town of DeWitt to see how they handle this.  But like other laws the State took a position but did not have the staff in place when announced and adopted.  Working with Assemblywoman Pamela Hunter on this issue. Locally it will be up to Code Enforcement to enforce.

Sally Seeley thanked the Fire Department for providing the extensive list of calls to Bennett Manor.  Fire Chief Brewster opined that there is still something wrong with the system, even though they record the calls as False Alarms.

Mrs. Seeley reported that many residents at Bennett Manor are awaiting the annual HUD inspection to sort through some of these issues.

Sally Seeley asked about the local PEACE office. Some residents have gone there but no one is there.  Mayor Tackman reported that they are down to only one staff person.  If she is away there is no one else there. But PEACE is addressing this issue.  Following the open house last month they are looking at ways to improve the center and how to coordinate local groups and services to better utilize resources and serve the community.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Carr - To enter into Executive Session to discuss litigation settlement.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Starting at 8:10PM the Village Board of Trustees met in Executive Session with Village Attorney Robert Germain.  At 8:46PM the Board exited Executive Session to take the following actions.

Motion – by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Mattox – To approve the litigation settlement offer of $12,000 for the Lostumbo case.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Deputy Mayor Carr, seconded by Trustee Mattox - To amend the wage schedule to offer all salaried staff a 2% increase back dated to 6/1/16.

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Deputy Mayor Carr, seconded by Trustee Mattox - To authorize the Treasurer to make the following budget transfers for salary adjustments

FROM

AMOUNT

TO



AMOUNT


A9040-0800

$4235.46







A7140.0101.0000.0001
   935.42







A5010.0101


1,315.46







A3620.0101


   816.16







A1410.0100


1,005.22







A1325.0102


   163.20

Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Motion – by Trustee Mattox, seconded by Trustee Wagner - To adjourn the meeting at 8:48PM.
Polling the Board:  All in Favor.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by,
Patricia J. Derby

Village Clerk

Minutes were provided unapproved to Board of Trustees and Department Heads on Tuesday, January 10, 2017.
Review of Correspondence
12/6/16
Village Clerk to NYS office of Court Administration; RE: audit of Justice Court;

12/7/16
Planning Board member Dick Robb; RE: brick vs. block;

12/8/16
Director of Code Enforcement; RE: 720 Hartwell Ave application;

12/8/16
Village Clerk to All Employees; RE: changes to Employee Handbook;

12/8/116
Village Engineers/OBG; RE: Regional Economic Development grant award;

12/12/16
Mayor to Fire Chief; RE: purchasing SCBA equipment;

12/12/16
Village Clerk to Butler Disposal; RE: 1 year contract extension;

12/12/16
NYS DEC; RE; 2016 CFA for Ley Creek not funded;

12/14/16
Village Clerk to Onondaga County; RE: Village Infrastructure Improvement Program;

12/15/16
Mayor; RE: Governor’s program;

12/15/16
Mayor; RE: Police complaint;

12/16/16
Planning Board member Dick Robb; RE: Planning Board meeting minutes;
12/17/16
Summit Risk Services; RE: outstanding claim Manlius Center Road Associates;

12/18/16
Mayor; RE: SCBA documents;

12/19/16
Village Attorney; RE: FEMA grant;

12/19/16
Mayor; RE: Fire Council discussions;

12/19/16
OCWA; RE: hydrant at Bennett Manor Drive;

12/21/16
Mayor; RE: support of Fire Council decision;

12/22/16
ESDA Rural Development; RE: 2016 progress report;

12/29/16
Mayor; RE: FEMA grant;

12/29/16
PKY Associates; RE: FSAB reports;

12/29/16
EAVES; RE: certificate of insurance;

12/30/16
Mayor; RE: New Year’s Resolutions;

12/31/16
Web Inquiry; RE: recycling bins;

1/2/17
VT-S Support; RE: January on-line training courses;

1/3/17
NYS Parks & Trails; RE: Cycle Erie Canal;

1/3/17
Village Engineers/OBG; RE: pipeline inspections;

1/3/17
Village Engineers/OBG; RE: repair of manhole on West Irving;

1/3/17
CNYRPDB: RE: 2017 Stormwater training series;

1/3/17
FOCUS Greater Syracuse; RE: Getting real news on-line discussion;

1/4/17
Mayor; RE: Court accounts;

1/4/17
Web Inquiry; RE: Fireworks;

1/5/17
Village Clerk to Onondaga County Planning; RE: referral for zoning use variance;

1/5/17
Village Clerk to Zoning Board of Appeals; RE: use variance application 108 Silver Street;

1/5/17
MES; RE; Grant SCBA quote;

1/5/17
Village Attorney; RE: Basil/Santaro dispute over East First Street;

1/5/17
Leadership Greater Syracuse; RE: CNY Political Leadership Institute course;

1/6/17
General Code; RE: Village Municipal Code Project;

1/7/17
Mayor; RE: NYCOM Administering Volunteer Fire Departments seminar;

1/7/17
NYS OSC: RE: Governmental Accounting Classes;

1/7/17
Syracuse Land Bank; RE: 106 Upton Street;
1/9/17
Web Inquiry; RE: Starving Artists;
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